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OPINION 1436 

harpidae Hawle & Corda, 1847 (Trilobita) and HARPiDAEBronn, 1849 
(Mollusca, Gastropoda): a ruling to remove the homonymy 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers it is hereby ruled that, for the purposes of Article 29, 
the stem of the generic name Harpes Goldfuss, 1839 is harpet-. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Harpes Goldfuss, 1839 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Harpes 
macrocephalus Goldfuss, 1839 (Trilobita); 

(b) Harpa [Roding], 1798, (gender: feminine), type species by tautonymy Buccinum 
fiarpa Linnaeus, 1758 (Gastropoda); 

(c) Harpides Beyrich, 1846 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Harpides 
hospes Beyrich, 1846 (Trilobita); 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) macrocephalus Goldfuss, 1839, as published in the binomen Harpes macro¬ 
cephalus (specific name of the type species of Harpes Goldfuss, 1839); 

(b) harpa Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Buccinum harpa (specific 
name of the type species of Harpa [Roding], 1798); 

(c) hospes Beyrich, 1846, as published in the binomen Harpides hospes (specific 
name of the type species of Harpides Beyrich, 1846). 

(4) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology: 

(a) harpetidae Hawle & Corda, 1847 (an emendation under the plenary powers of 
‘Harpides’), type genus Harpes Goldfuss, 1839 (Trilobita); 

(b) harpidae Bronn, 1849 (type genus Harpa [Roding], 1798 (Gastropoda); 

(c) harpididae Raw, 1949 (type genus Harpides Beyrich, 1846 (Trilobita). 

History of case 2331 

In 1 97 1 Dr A. G. Beu (BZN 28: 56-58) drew attention to the homonymy between the 
family name harpidae in Mollusca (based on Harpa [Roding], 1798, and published (as 
‘Harpina’) by Bronn, 1849 [see BZN 30: 3]) and in Trilobita (based on Harpes Goldfuss, 
1839, and published (as ‘Harpides’) by Hawle & Corda, 1847). Beu proposed that the 
molluscan name remain as harpidae; acting on the advice of L. W. Grensted, sometime 
Classical Advisor to the Commission, he suggested that the trilobite family be named, 
under the plenary powers, as harpetidae, a spelling which had had recent use. In 1974 
the Commission voted on Beu’s proposals and approved them by 20 votes to one (see 
BZN 31: 127-128). The single dissentient (Prof Dr H. K. Erben) mentioned that the 
trilobite family based on Harpes has sometimes been spelt as ‘harpedidae’: publication 
of an Opinion was therefore deferred, and did not take place. 

In 1984 the case was re-opened, and following correspondence with Dr J. G. M. 
Raven (Binnenweg 46, 2264 MK Leidschendam, The Netherlands) his proposal that 
harpidae remain in Trilobita (from Harpes) and that the molluscan genus be changed 
to harpaidae (from Harpa) was published in BZN 42: 79-80 (April 1985). 
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In May 1985 Dr W. O. Cernohorsky wrote supporting the original Beu proposals, as 
previously approved by the Commission. Dr Cernohorsky’s letter was copied to Dr 
Raven, but because the latter did not reply it remained unpublished. In May 1986 
Prof H. B. Whittington wrote supporting the Raven proposals, and for additional 
clarification requested that another trilobite family-group name, harpidinae Raw, 
1949 (p. 514; based on Harpides Beyrich, 1846) be placed on the Official List. In June 
1986, on becoming aware of the Commission’s 1974 vote and Dr Cernohorsky’s letter. 
Prof Whittington said he would, with reluctance, accept the original Beu proposals, 
since further delay was very undesirable. Dr Raven and Prof Dr. G. Hahn (who in 
November 1986 had written in support of Dr Raven’s proposals) have also said that, in 
view of the history above, they would not object to the original Beu proposals. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 30 January 1987 the members of the Commission were invited to confirm the 
1974 vote (BZN 31: 127-128) on the harpidae homonymy, and also to place the name 
harpididae Raw, 1949 on the Official List (see above). At the close of the voting period 
on 28 February 1987 the state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 23: Alvarado, Bayer, Bernardi, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, 
Gruchy, Hahn, Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville, 
Mroczkowski, Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — none. 

Ride was on leave of absence. No vote was returned by Trjapitzin. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling in 
the present Opinion: 

harpa, Buccinum, Linnaeus, 1758, Systema Naturae, ed. 10, vol. 1, p. 738 
Harpa [Roding], 1798, Museum Boltenianum (2), p. 149 

Harpes Goldfuss, 1839, Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum 
Naturae Curiosorum, 19 (1): 358 

harpetidae Hawle & Corda, 1847, Prodrom einer Monographic der bohmischen Trilobiten, Abh. 
5, p. 161 

harpidae, Bronn, 1849, Handbuch der Geschichte der Natur, 3(3), Index Palaeontologicus, p. 469 

Harpides Beyrich, H. E. 1846. Untersuchungen iiber Trilobiten, p. 34 

harpidinae Raw, F. 1949. Journal of Palaeontology, 23: 514 

hospes, Harpides, Beyrich, 1846, Untersuchungen iiber Trilobiten, p. 34 

macrocephalus, Harpes, Goldfuss, 1839, Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae 
Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum, 19(1): 359. 


